Fall 2019

Message from the Board of Directors:
Summer went by very quickly, but here at Durham Deaf Services, we have been busy
planning for a new location for DDS. We have been investigating some possible sites for
our new home and an update will be sent to all the DDS members once a new site
is finalized.
Also, we want to thank all of you who attended our AGM. John Henry was our Keynote
Speaker and he gave us a wonderful overview of the history of Durham Region, as well
as a look into its possible future. Glenda Messier, and her mother, Ruth Perry donated a
beautiful stained glass as a reminder of the beautiful historic building that once housed
DDS (see picture on pg. 6). This piece of art will be brought with us to our new office.
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8:30am-4:30pm

Message from the Executive
Director:
As we welcome the beautiful season of Autumn, we are
anticipating that lots of changes will occur at DDS over
the next six months.

*Membership*
Seniors/Students - $15
Individual - $25
Senior Couple - $20
Family - $35
Organization - $60

Get quarterly newsletters,
info about upcoming
programs and events, and
borrow from our
Resource Library!

We hope to have a new location and as such
we’ve had to clean out the storage files in the basement
in preparation for our move. We have been very busy
ensuring all of our financials and Board information
has been safely scanned and stored for safekeeping.
Also, we have been blessed to have so many volunteers
& co-op students assisting us with preserving our
history. The pictures and history have been archived
and again stored for safekeeping.

If you are a member and
need to renew your
membership, please visit
our website!

We have our new DDS website at www.durhamdeaf.org up and running.
Our social media presence has increased both on Facebook (@durhamdeafservices)
and Twitter (@durhamdeaf) and we are pleased with the networking we are
establishing on LinkedIn (https://ca.linkedin.com/company/durham-deafservices-inc). Our inquiries have increased as a result of our focus on social media.
Based on community requests we are now offering Sign Naturally 1A. DDS will also
continue with Intro to ASL and members of DDS will be given priority registration
to any of our ASL classes (pg. 5). Once again we will be taking part in the WALK
FOR YOUR CAUSE fundraiser (pg. 2). Last year’s walk was successful and we hope
that this year will be even better! We hope to see many of you out walking for
DDS.

News &
Events

DEAF ADULT UPGRADING PROGRAM
Fall is here, and we are changing with the weather. We have a
new schedule with new information being offered in the months
to come.
This was our first summer in many years that we remained open
and we had a very exciting and productive summer at DDS. The
adult learners have made some one of a kind art that they will be
selling as part of their business project. The learners have and
will continue to learn entrepreneurial skills for future
employment. They are ready to sell to the public and our using a
POS system that allows them to operate with proper cash
management (cash, debit and credit). Stop by and see us. Stay
connected with our Facebook page to see upcoming craft shows.
Also this summer we offered a Driving G1 Prep module. We had
a learner that passed their G1 written test with flying colours.
Due to the driving module success we are continuing to offer
weekly classes for those wanting to get their driver’s license.
This fall we have some modules that we are offering. We have
the Durham Regional police coming again to conduct a fraud
and scam workshop. Following that we will have a 10 week fraud
and scam module to learn to protect yourself and your money.

"Walk for YOUR Cause" October 20, 2019
Deer Creek Golf & Banquet Club - Ajax
To register and learn more:
durhamcommunityfoundation.ca
If you are unable to attend the Walk, and
would like to donate, please visit
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/d
urham-deaf-services-inc/

Also this fall, we will be partnering again with George Brown
College to offer blended learning courses. We will advertise via
social media the dates for Resume & Cover letter, writing better
emails and WHMIS courses. Currently we have space for new
learners to join and look forward to registering new learners this
fall!

what else is new?
The DDS website has been updated with a new fresh
look! Over the past few months, staff and XOD Media
have been working to move the official DDS site over to
Wordpress from Wix and have given the site a new
feeling with new colours and a more user-friendly
interface.
The Literacy program's site has also undergone some
changes and is in the process of being launched on the
WordPress Platform.

Follow DDS on
Social Media
Facebook: @durhamdeafservices
Twitter: @durhamdeaf
LinkedIn: durham-deaf-services-inc

Durham Deaf Club Events
HARVEST SOCIAL NIGHT

Oshawa Deaf
Senior Citizens Club

October 19 at 5 p.m.

NOVEMBER SOCIAL NIGHT November 16 at 7 p.m.
Wednesday
afternoons
from 1 to 4 p.m,

26TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
BANQUET & DANCE

Join us for a great
afternoon
of Bingo, Dingo, and
Card Games

November 30 at 5 p.m. until 10:30 p.m.
Annandale Golf & Curling Club
Church Street South & Bayly Street, Ajax
RSVP before November 16
CHRISTMAS PARTY
SOCIAL NIGHT/DINNER

Must be 55 or older to join

December 14 at 5:30 p.m.

Contact Alan Ogawa at
d_aogawa@sympatico.ca for more details.

RSVP by emailing: durhamdeafclub@gmail.com

President - Kim Jackson
Vice President - Shelley Ryall-Sievert
Secretary - Michael Austin
Treasurer - Suzy Meadows

Children's Halloween Party

Members of the ODSC enjoying a
game of BINGO!

Children's Holiday Party

When: Saturday, October 26, 2019

When: Saturday, December 7, 2019

Time:

Time:

11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Where:
Where: Durham Deaf Services
750 King Street East,
Oshawa
Who:
Who: Families with Deaf and hard of hearing
children and their siblings (aged 13
JoIn us foR
gaMEs,
and under) with parents, caregivers
cRafTs anD a
and grandparents

RSVP by October 23, 2019
Email: info@durhamdeaf.org or Phone: (905) 579-3328

piZzA luNcH!
onLy 30
SpaCEs
avAiLAbLe!

Delpark Homes Centre
1661 Harmony Road North,
Oshawa

Families with Deaf and hard of
hearing children and their siblings
(aged 13 and under) with parents,
caregivers and grandparents

RSVP by December 4, 2019

Email: info@durhamdeaf.org or Phone: (905) 579-3328

Deaf Youth Award

Introduction of Bill C-81

Bill C-81, also known as the Accessible Canada Act,
was approved June 2019 by the House of Commons following
a process which was started by the federal government in
2015. This bill helps shift the culture relating to accessibility in
Canada and includes important provisions to ensure that
persons with disabilities can access their human rights and
enjoy full citizenship.
Congratulations to the Canadian Association of the Deaf and
partner agencies for the tremendous work getting ASL, LSQ
and ISL into the amendments to the proposed Bill
C-81 (Accessible Canada Act) which was recently passed.

Shivaraj Selliah (middle), pictured with
DDS Board Member Madison Taylor and
Hearing Resource Teacher Cindy
MacPherson of Highbush Public School,
received a graduation award from DDS
for being a dedicated, motivated
advocate and a role model for
fellow Deaf youth in the
community.

DDS joined community partners
on June 19, 2019 to celebrate this
momentous event!

Institut National de Jeunes Sourds de Paris
(National Institute for Deaf Children of Paris)
Joan Fillmore and her brother went to the CODA (Children of
Deaf Adults) International conference in Paris!
This past summer CODA International hosted their 34th annual conference,
CODA LOVE, just outside of the small village of Ury, France. Over 244 Coda’s
from 22 different countries were represented, including but not limited to:
Sweden, Germany, Korea, Japan, China, Ireland, United Kingdom, France,
Italy, Canada, United States, Australia, Philippines, Africa, and the Czech
Republic.
Optional activities prior to the conference included a tour of INJS (the oldest
publicly funded school for the Deaf in the world) and a temporary exhibit at
the Pantheon on the history of the Deaf in France. Both of these activities
were located in Paris and I was lucky enough to obtain tickets for my brother
and me to take part. It was a once in a lifetime opportunity and to experience
it with a large group of Coda’s made it extremely memorable.
Once CODA Love started on the 11th of July there was no shortage of
workshops, breakout sessions or guest speakers to choose from. It was
difficult to choose only a few each day, but the workshops I attended were
beyond my wildest expectations.
The entire hotel was taken over by us Coda’s and it seemed to transform itself
into one big home with all of us bonding over our unique heritage and
culture. The connections I felt were strong and like no other experience I have
had before. Coda Love was my first Coda International conference, but
certainly will not be my last.
-Joan Fillmore (DDS Board Member)

Introduction to
American Sign Language

Signing
Naturally 1A

Durham Deaf Services offers an Introduction
to American Sign Language class. This course
teaches basic greetings, fingerspelling,
numbers, colours, occupations and more.
Hearing participants will also learn about
technical devices used by Deaf people and
about Deaf culture. All of our instructors are
Deaf and use American Sign Language
fluently.

We are pleased to be offering "Signing
Naturally 1A". In this class, students will
learn useful vocabulary and expressions,
information about Deaf culture, and the
specific grammar rules used in ASL.
This course also offers an opportunity to
develop the communication skills
needed to interact, socialize, or associate
with Deaf people.

The 10 week class costs $135 + $ 25 for the
DVD. Classes will begin again in January 2020.

The 10 week class costs $175 + $ 125 for
the workbook. 1B will be offered in
January 2020.

Please visit www.durhamdeaf.org/aslclasses/
or contact us at info@durhamdeaf.org for
more details.

Resource Library
Monday-Thursday
8:30am-4:30pm
The library is open to anyone with a paid DDS
membership. Many resources are available for
borrowing including Sign Language Skills,
Deaf Culture, as well as children resources.
Members may borrow up to 4 items at a time,
for up to two weeks. We look forward to
sharing our resources with the members of our
community!

Learners are working hard
creating artwork for their
Entrepreneurial Business
Project!
The art is available for sale
at DDS.
Come & see us!

Community Links
Ontario Association of the Deaf
www.deafontario.ca

Deaflympics
www.deaflympics.com

Silent Voice
www.silentvoice.ca

Deaf Literacy Initiative
www.deafliteracy.ca

Sign1News
www.sign1news.com

Bob Rumball Centre for the Deaf
www2.bobrumball.org

Durham Deaf Services!

Name:____________________________________
Phone:___________________________________
Address:__________________________________
City:_____________ Postal Code:______________
Email:____________________________________
I want to make a one time donation (Please circle):
$25

$50

$100

Other $______

I want to make my donation by (Please check one):
Cash
Cheque

Please deduct this amount from my bank account. For monthly
donations, please include a cheque marked VOID.

Credit Card ( Please circle:

VISA

or

Mastercard )

Card number:________________ Card Expiry:_________
Signature:_____________________ Date:___________
You will receive a charitable tax receipt for a donation of $20 or more.

--------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------*Membership*
Yes, I would like to support

----------------------------------------

DDS would like to send out a
very big
Thank You to:
Joe Albero - J & B Bins 'N
Haulage
1-844JUNKBIN.ca
ANJ Recycling INC.
Durham Ink & Toner

Please mail or
drop off your
donation to our
office. See front
page for
address.

Why Donate to
Durham Deaf Services?

DDS is honoured to have received this lovely artwork
from Ruth Perry and Glenda Messier, pictured above with
Board Members Hans Wilimek and Rino Cipparrone, at
the final Annual General Meeting at 750 King Street East.

Your generous donations allow us
to continue to provide services and
educational programs for
individuals of all ages who are
Deaf/Hard of Hearing in Durham
Region. With your support, we
continue to run our programs and
events. Even small donations add
up to a large contribution.

